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We welcome the opening of the Lake Fred walking path and commend the contractor and Facilities personnel for good work.  They have made it wider, more attractive, provided extra lighting, and an emergency phone and video cameras will be installed in the near future.  We especially thank our students for their patience and cooperation in making this a safe project.
You will soon see your Campus Police patrolling the campus on bicycles in both housing and academic areas as the weather breaks.  Many of our new officers have received bicycle patrol training from Officer Cynthia Parker, our Bicycle Patrol Coordinator.

With the upcoming warm weather we remind our community of the insects that surround us at Stockton.  This is the beginning of tick and chigger season.  Walking in a grassy or low shrub area in the woods or near the woods will certainly find you meeting some of south Jersey’s inhabitants.  Always do a “tick check” after a walk in the woods and remove any before they have a chance to attach to you.  If you encounter chiggers it is recommended you obtain some medical advice so you don’t scratch your skin off.  Soon the famous or infamous New Jersey mosquito will be reappearing.  After the sun goes down, they take over, so be prepared.  Wearing repellant for any of the insects is a help, but some good caution is also prudent.  The insects were here long before us and will be here long after we are gone.

Also, with the warmer weather we will all want to open windows and doors and let some fresh air in.  When you are not at home or are going to sleep, we remind our first floor apartment and dorm occupants that an open window may be an invitation to a thief.  Use some good safety sense and don’t leave windows open to make it easy for the criminal.
Recently there have been a number of Phishing attacks directed at our community.  They are becoming increasingly sophisticated in their attempts to convince users to part with personal information or to run un-trusted programs. Several of the ones we are aware of include Chase Bank, Wachovia Bank and Commerce Bank.  An email is sent from what appears to be the bank asking that you provide them with personal information so they can update your account.  If you receive an email like this, and you have an account with that bank, contact the bank on the phone before completing any information they have requested.  Losses from Phishing scams are estimated to be more than $100 million, so don’t become one of those statistics.

We ask for the cooperation of our community to ensure any consumption of alcohol be done in a responsible manner.  Consuming large quantities of alcohol in a short period of time is not only extremely dangerous; it is very irresponsible and immature.  We ask for our community leaders (Student Senators, SRA, Greek leaders, athletes, and other student group leaders) to step up and assist us in developing a community of responsibility.  Alcohol can be a very dangerous drug if consumed in large quantities and can result in alcohol poisoning.  If you encounter this situation, it is a medical emergency so please contact the police by dialing 9-1-1 immediately.  You will not be in trouble as we have a “good Samaritan” policy in our student handbook.  We need your assistance in our continuing desire to improve the safety of our community.
We continue to ask for your assistance as safety is everyone’s business.  So please report any safety or security concern to us at X4390 or dial 9-1-1 in an emergency.
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